II International Braudo Organ Competition 

On September 22-27, 2014, the St. Petersburg Conservatory will be holding the 2nd International Braudo Competition, an international competition established by the St. Petersburg N. A. Rimsky-Korsakov State Conservatory in 2009. A creative tournament named after an outstanding musician, it is intended to perpetuate the memory of a scientist, explorer, founder of the Soviet organ school, and professor at the Leningrad Conservatory who nurtured a galaxy of brilliant students that continue to develop the performing and methodological achievements of their teacher.
The 1st International Braudo Organ Competition, held 4 years ago in St. Petersburg, presented around 20 of the best young performers from the countries of Europe, previously selected by their recordings from more than 50 applications. The competition occupied a well-deserved position in the cultural life of the Northern Capital and brilliantly proved itself in the world of the organ. The jury consisted of 7 leading representatives of the different organ schools of Europe, the United States, and Russia – professors, heads of divisions from major conservatories around the world, and famous actively touring organists. Among the participants were organists from different cities in Russia, the countries of the CIS and 8 European countries – the leaders of contemporary organ culture. Concerts by the jury members enjoyed great success among music professionals and a broad audience. 

In the time since the 1st International Organ Competition, its winners have become famous concert performers and have begun teaching at the leading conservatories of different countries. The winner of the competition, Yulia Glazkova (Yufereva) won the International F. Nowowiejski Organ Competition (Poznan, Poland) in 2010, and received a special prize for the best performance of J.S. Bach’s compositions (Montreal, Canada) in 2011. Currently, she works at the Organ and Harpsichord Division of the St. Petersburg Conservatory and performs concerts in different countries. The second-place winner, Andras Szabo (Hungary), won another organ competition in Italy the same year and is currently actively performing.
The 2nd International Braudo Organ Competition in 2014 will introduce students and professors of St. Petersburg Conservatory – and a broad listening audience – to a new generation of young organists from different cities of Russia, the former Soviet republics, Asia and the United States who have successfully begun their professional careers, and to venerable performers long recognized by the international music community. The great concert organ, made by the German manufacturer Eule and installed in 2009 in the conservatory’s Glazunov Hall, will be made available to the participants. 

Besides the major competition program, the project will also offer St. Petersburg’s professionals and lovers of the musical arts a series of concerts and master classes by the members of the jury – leading professors at music universities in Russian and abroad: Rubin Abdullin (Kazan Nazib Zhiganov State Conservatory), Gerhard Gnann (Johannes Gutenberg University of Mainz, Germany), Philippe Lefevre (Paris National Superior Conservatory of Music and Dance, France), Hans Davidsson (Royal Danish Academy of Music, Copenhagen), Heribert Metzger (Mozarteum University of Salzburg, Austria), Tatyana Chausova (St.Petersburg N. A. Rimsky-Korsakov State Conservatory), and Lyubov Shishkhanova (Moscow P.I. Tchaikovsky State Conservatory). 

One of the main tasks of this competition is discovering and supporting young talented performers, who will later define the paths for the development of organ music culture of the 21st century. The competition also focuses on encouraging international musical contacts in the sphere of organ culture and education, raising the professional level of young musicians and their teachers, and contributing to the growth in prestige of academic music culture and creative activity in a youth environment. The competition is destined to become a new stage in the development of organ culture and performance at the St. Petersburg Conservatory and in Russia as a whole.   
